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The establishment of friendship in 3-year-old children

- ‘joining the group’ and ‘group response’ -
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Abstract

In this research, 43 configurations of 3-year-old childrens’ friendships were studied, from
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the point of view of joining the group and response to this.
There were three results: ‘successfully joined the group’, ‘failed to join the group’, and
‘successfully joined but was subsequently rejected during play’.

During the three-year-olds’ development, certain changes were noted from April until
September and other changes were noted from October until the following March. In the first
stage, a few utterances were used, such as ‘Can I join? and ‘Sure!'. These imitate friendship
establishment strategy. Responders did not accept clearly, nor did they reject, accepting the
child tacitly. In the later stage, 3-year-old children were less interested in playing alone and
became more interested in friends’ play. They verbalized their intent to be part of the group.
During this development phase, craft was an important issue in friendship. Tacit rules were
made in this respect and a child must for example be in possession of the same thing to join.
With this, a child is less likely to be denied friendship. Visible objects aid acceptance as
friends in childhood.
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