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Depression tendency and cognition of social norms : correlations among ratings

for antisocial behaviors of self and general others and ethical wrongness
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Abstract

It is well—known that depressive persons have negative cognition of themselves and
their environment. This study focused on social norms, and attempted to clarify the
characteristics of cognition and depression tendency. College students completed a
questionnaire which included four parts of questions, (1) ratings of commitment of
themselves to slight antisocial behaviors, (2) ratings of commitment of general others to
the same antisocial behaviors, (3) ratings of ethical incorrectness for the same people
and (4) depression scale (CES-D). In male participants, there were significant correlations
between depression tendency, cognition of self commitment and cognition of other's
commitment. But, in female participants, those correlations were not significant. In

both sexes, depression tendency did not have significant correlation to ethical
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incorrectness. These results suggested that there could be sex differences in correlations
between depression tendency and cognition of antisocial behaviors, and male's negative

cognition for self and others might arise independently of general cognition of norm.
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