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A Study of English Comparatives

Sanae Tsuda

Fr ]

OB OB LT, ERNDEAMAEND DIFENRINTE Tz, HrERICEL T
&, BERAKOCBFEOLER, ZEREFEEE X 5 -er, -est DFEEF(LIL B
A% more, most Oz BFSE(IC L BHDKEHE, George O.Curme %, Otto
Jespersen S| X o CEHIIZMINT X 1o X, BHRBRO LBIX ED X 5 InERAEE % £
DA, BFENLEELDORGIC /e 500, BHERE O ZDHROSERZIC X » CThEd
INTETC. P KRS, HERLOFIERL, EROFECML T, EEEMEREICL > T
SDERERRDINICE WL D, &O/NRTIREBRE A MEBEROE AL DEET 5,
B1ETIE, HBECOMXOWEAMOERERNEDL icEbr, Z2LT, HE
EDXHTEZTHH0EHME L, REOELLHBL, ZOMEEZELMMCT D, B 2ET
i, BB RWT, =X EDMm ED X 5 REAR  SIEND 500 EEL, HiEg
FESCDFF DR - MBS AR 2,

F1E HEBEXOHEXOME

KxDFTTHHEORFALDHCL 5L, HERSUCKT % than, as FIEFEFTL D
SEINTHD, Zhik
(1) John is taller-than Mary.
&N D LAY,
(2) John is taller than Mary is.
LS BRCEEAE - TWAEELZPNDHZ E0ob, (1) © than & (2) @ than 2\EE
i B ERFETHLDHZ LD, FIEFALEBELRC LW RS TS EE L D,
BT CEIZ I TS, than, as Db LICHiASk 5 2 Lah, HWERESNE, & 2EOMIHE
ETHDHEN) ETC—HLIEZRALND, LL, TOMXNEDL D EEHZFFONnE
WHZ B L T, e ol R b b,
OJH;%@;Q%XFE%@ﬁPf (% Hale (1970) o#E#ET2 X 51T, KBILT=2DE X AL,

1. 7= & 215, gradablhtyb EEJ?Z; 3 Gnutzmann (1975), =3, kL, & (1976) 1k
HZ)H:F%YOD E%%J&_@nalitﬁkﬁ %HF)*LZDO
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Smith (1961) & Lees (1961) 12k » CRX i,
Smith (%, ERDEX &L —H LT, HEEERELEST than ZEHEEL & > T2,
Bz (1) 3k (2) OEFATOES DKL, Smith [ LITRD X 51278 be

(3) Adjective Phrase
Adjective Conjunction Sentence
Johnis  tall -er  than Mary is tall.

Z D&KL, than AERIEEREFET, X&KL L TEXTHL2 2 WIHBEEZISCRLTYS
2%, LaL, Hale 0345 L 512, -er than #EGiFHLEX DL, HWEEXDOH
OIREIIL MR, —ODORECIIDTUE 5 ARMERD D L\ 2 Ho B, EFUAIIC
DHBEBNDD TR L LFADN, BFEAMNCOESPNDIBERTH 22 LIIROFLL b
Do

(4) Mary has [more friends than two.] ~r

(5) John runs [faster than Mary.] 4q0r
L oT, WEEXOBEL 20k 5 7k, HBOEOSEMEE LD XOND O TR TR
BN EE LD, X, #E, WEH, SEOKE LD SEELT TR, FERLER K
BRI, B LR RN & D 2 BirEEs, TOoRAREBIOBEENTLOL
DFSNTND E WX Do

Smith D% L, Lees (1961) (%, than DE-OFRE), MEBAIEEARD X 573

@ that & HEEL T %o
(6) He is as tall as that. (THXZARITSEHIAE)
DEBAD L 5 7n that 1%, 52 (1) & 2) L OMIch D X 5 dIsiEm D L7eds
(7) He is as tall as that is.
o that [ ZIREAFATH D O)D X D AFRICIHTO that (X
(8) He is that tall. (FEEZD < BHLEFLEN)
o that »EEBESTHNE O T, WEECAEATHERIX, IO that O L5 icfr
R - EAYLLLTEFEOL I MbDO TRV EE L, BlEE LT 2,
Less (2 kL, (1) XX (2) OBFARDBSDSHTIIRD L HITRDo

(9) Adjective Phrase
Adverb Adjective
John is -er than Sentence tall
"Mary is tall
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DS L o TREINTWABDIE, [John 133 &5 =0, [Mary @
TEEELDL] W) EEENREAINTHS L) Smith D& < BB LERY
FRNCEZIEBETH B, Lees DZDE 21X, ZDHBDERERIZET HEIINTIT < 2%
INDDERZEIZ L - T, as X than OFHAEGHNATHL D0 X D&tk e U THBRBEIRE
DX BB o T D0NHETHED L W25,

Lees O#E%A3, Smith & HE -T2 0D1%, BICEEBLT TR, HEEX LI, BE,
EezbbbTRIFANHXZF > 1cXThHEWIHICHD L\ 25, Lees D Z DREIXZ
DEDERDFERICK X REBE LT Do '

Lees DB ORIL, BE, Ed&tbbhbTBEFAEGEELESL ) #EEIL Hale
(1970) @ & » CTHEICHEC S Nfco T HEICiE, SCETWH quantifier (BEF) 2388
BRLTWAHEEEL QO B, T2 TWHHES L%, many, much, few, little ¢h b, &
NHTEBEEAFEEEELTH, EE2RTHA, D2, BEH - Bl RET501%, B
CRWTDRTH S EEHL TS,

10 The book was more expensive.

() He drove more recklessly. !

Hale & FiE7x#E%% Bresnan (1974) 13, XD AR WHIC T T W5, HLlEFHEFD
many, much, few, little 2% as, too, that, so r3L#@IT B0z, ZNHOHEITRD R
#hi%, as, too, that, so X iFFHKELARAWEREH L. #LT, ZhbD

120 as much bread as little bread
too much bread too little bread
that much bread that little breed
SO much bread Yo} little bread
-er much bread [<more] -er little bread [ >less’]
13 as many people as few people
too many people too few people
that many people that few people
SO many peoole SO few people
-er many people [ >more] -er few people [ >fewer] !

#EF & as, too, that & DX 5 mKIT/RL, WKLY as, too, that %52 36#a Lty
DI, HlEbHHTEEINTE, as, too, that L RIUERICHICHND ThHH L\ HRE
ZLTWDe ZDX 5 RBELET DO, 7, ROL D HHEANLETS D,

1. Hale (1970) p.33.
1. Bresnan (1974), p.277.
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(4 -er much —> more
-er many —> more
—er little —> less !

Wtid, Bz b OB/ AFE B3 5% ES many, much, few, little D
NHEREED T, BEA, BIFICES S REE O SRRSO S L I|EL, B, £
N4, QP (Quantifier Phrase) &FEON, EAZRD L HICHEHEL T 5,

(15
QP

Det Q

I P
‘as much
too many
that little
so few 2

BLED X 5 /il & B 2 25352 212k » T Bresnan (%, Lees DR~ 7z
DIFXOFOBRE, ELLWHREFENMEYL, 20 QP D4 & » TEFICRLICE W,
R Bo

Tl zi¥, Eo#HAN X - T, aslittle bread (X FRE/S 23, FECHERI 7, *as more bread
BHRE N A Z L 2BBIR D, LosL, ZOHAICE D2, RSB as tall puE
b Q © much 2UEAZ{ * as much tall AR E N D DO THRAFDHNC as much Ak
B LEESINDHANLEIL L N T D FIUC L - T,

19 # as much tall — as tall

I drank as much milk =~ *I drank as milk
I ate as much > *J ate as s

D& 952 much DEENEENCITRbN S, Bresnan DfEZ L, Hale DREEZFICHL <
WU TR 2 &R RERMEELL, HFEROBRNZHS L 5 icBbid, Bresnan 23, KD
SEE LTWBHM, FFHICEA TS, as, too, that, so, -er %, Hale o4 X 5 &,

comparative elements *FEIXh, ZhicaEFhbDik, -er, as, too, so, the—est CTh
5. =@ comparative elements 23X D X 5 e E A2 Eo0L, Hale [ok\\Cik, HHl&
L TEIBENB T 7R A3 Bresnan D% & FIkRIC, i &3, WROWIEZEATS
LHEEXN TS, Hale »3 comparative elements 24 A G\~% the—est » Bresnan

1. Bresnan (1974), p.277.
2. Bresnan (1974), p.277.

3. Bresnan (1974), p.278.
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1%, Det OFIZ& A ThRWAL, i, Det iz the L 3ET 5 est LT H &
BFEBLTND1nDTHDLEZDPND, R ERDEBIECEY D X5 i &ERTDHDI1%,
Bresnan (X EFMICIZREL Tty & ERICIE, mBREAEZLD2LDE, TEEFEZ L
LHDNRHD, TDEBBLNTHDNC L o TEINE(OR L% L 50, TEEMMT I D0
MED LD T EERBBRL N5,

{1 a most kind answer

*the most kind answer
*a most kind answer that I ever heard

a
b

c

d. *a kindest answer
e the kindest answer
f

the kindest answer that I ever heard !

Bresnan DT WT, HEHECOR LFOFEXY, as, more, too Zxaicfhidll
BRRESC & BIRRICERLE NG & LILTREB ENTWBA, & BT 2HaAER I RI L Tn
Te\vo B ERRICEE L CIL, BEFOMEOLIRL T, XD EORECHFANREI NS L\
H BRI NIRRT EHBEEREIN T NI R WHETL D LW 2 %o

B BT 50 4E Hale ik o CTH X TV,

HOMNZTES D05 M ECRWT, MBSO XOME 2 HE Lice U X - THEL
DR DGRBS IRIED, BEFRELEOUNAAETH, BEH, BFES2BMT8ECI - T
ST, X, BEFYEETS as, that, -er 2Tk - CESGHE « LEREBED
FEORSE A L D BAREICRE NI B EMOEEDOTRIISEHOBRETH Do RE T LE
& DI DWW TR D,

B2E EXLAXEOBE

EXEWLEOMEL, FOICET AMBEMCE L ¢ HEEEOEHEML L0k
Chomsky (1965) ‘Th %, Chomsky 3 Lees * FEEE/mEERELYHE L TW5HA, Lees
DAGTEEF & W5 BEAGOh VICHE Y b3 compar &\ 5 AR HWTWD. Fl
X & FAWTC Chomsky O HERE OREEZ BT %,

(1) John is more clever than BIll.

B (1) DiFEREELEUEREREL, BRI ERDOLIRLDTHLLIN TS,

1. Bresnan (1974), p.312.
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@ -
NP Predicate-Phrase
[+ anim] ... AUX VP
N l Predicat
John Present Copula redicare
//’,;’/’%Cgpar Adicctive
more than * S ¥ /\>
o~ NP Predicate Phrase  .7er
N AUX VP
[+ 3&“‘]'/""" [ Copula Predicate
: |
Bill Present Adjective
AN
Clever

(3)  John ‘ is l more than ‘ [#Bill is ’ clever #] l clever
1 2 3 4 5 6

WEEREE (2 DI clever &, fxX o clever pFE—7D T, BRI L - T () @R
L7 5 THIZMEINTHIE (1) BRI NDDTh SHH, Chomsky X, DX 5 hihnd
EHEENRBZ D02 LT3, BCRUBAHR TOIINETS T2, HEEXE
LY TRV SEREINDEZDTED L 5 RRHFEFRBIIR VDO L WIS MEER N D2F
BL T3,

Q) DEEE#HRO L 5 nEAE, HIED clever OFEM: L 6 THDEM L A, BIRGIEOHE
YE T—FL TB%, Fi Chomsky (X ED X ) AtE AR - BMER—EL i udie
SBinuh ki > TRL T Do ZD—21%, BERIC X o THAIN LB - BfeX
A2 METH Do

(4) I know several more successful lawyers than Bill. 3

BT (@) s\ T FOEBRE T Bill is a lawyer. &\ A& A > CLWHETHD
2% REBIZRBWT, ZoR—HZER, HEE lawyers L DI I > TWhabFLHD, &
DEHICBE - EHD X 5 RERICL » THEAXINDHEEIIPEEERORICIE, ZELRVOD
TIRRWAEEREL T 5o

1. Chomsky (1965), pp. 182-183.

2. Chomsky (1965), p.180.
3. Chomsky(1965), pp.182-183.
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X, RIZE~% Hale OFFEICHAI N T METSH 523, Chomsky (ZRD X 5 7
MEDORMBEAIER L T %o

(5) John is heavier than the rock.

(6)* John is as sad as the book he read yesterday.!

B3 (5) DERBEMEICK T, =D heavy (%, John &\~H [+animate] /nEER#E
HEIXXD heavy & rock &5 [-animate] ETEAEFE- CTWDHDOTCHEIDL 4L, =
FEOBERABICE U TR - 1B E AR > T 525 heavy %HE LI 6) EXXHENTHL S
TS L, (6) DFISUC BT AT sad IZOWTHEXT [+animate] 7FZEL - C
WBDITAL, X T [—animate] MnEFEEF > THDE WD T R/ 5D1Z, sad &
ELTcBhE, FEXTH S, (5), (6) OREIZEIL, Chomsky [XBIRE/ALZITH L T\ Bl
R LIL D ED & 5 ISt BT L U U SUER & 7 B A8, Hale (1970), Bresnan
A974) T & > TEIEZAHTEN T Do

Hale (1970) =&\ ~Tid, IERESCON CRIC B DO RESUT I 5 330 L e O BEE s
MEPNT D B1ETEBREXOMIXEEATLION, FEFAXSUEFEOI S LdDT
LS EDORER R, Hale (%, BHio, ZOKEFANEL LTS WTCH—TH
B LHELERILNRDEMBE —DRICHT TD, Tod 21, RD X H mIE3CiE Hale
CINEHEEFANRE > T BDTHREN LD ThH %o

(7) *More came than we accomplished.
a. -er many came
b. We accomplished than much 2

BIC (1) B WTAXOHEERFE many ThBHDIZ, FHXTIE much TH %D THEREX
RS Lo\ e RDIRE L AEDEZ X Bresnan (1974) wd BB 223, feskii, EEC
Lo THEX Lo TN T HHEVCHAHSE D X D 1CR o A TREATE 2 L T2 %o
LAL, BEFAO—BIIT T, XL 58852 TN TR BICIET4 Tl
o Hale 23BEFDO—EHLINTHIT T D560, EXEHXOBL LO—FHE W5 Z LT
Do EDRBEEMNRENR B L T iuln i in ot BICHE 228035 5205
Chomsky D#IzC (5) & (6) DXDOMBEIZH L T—2o0RE%R 52 Th5b L Bbh b, FI3X5)
DEL EMHNEF U SHEMIREE & 7 - T\ 223132 (6) O, BARARIBE L > T\ 5
PEXEFF - Thielo o D EDHIRE % & OBRE—RWRHRAITE 220 %F 2 21T%, g
BXDBED B E SO TIEARERERD T 2 ClE, Hale ORNTW3 STk & DI

1. Chomsky (1965), pp-183-184.
2. Hale (1970), p.35.
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%, Hale 1%, Huddleston (1967) (2725 o CTHEREXDEME KRB L TE 2ITHBEL T2
25 P, ENTEIE, ZOXEN T L RT RN LRE LT 5 Hale o
SBFERDE DI 2D DTH Do

A. Determiner position
1. Noun head present: Mary bought more records than Peter.
2. Noun head deleted: Mary achieved more than Peter.

B. Adjective position
1. In the predicate: Mary is more talkative than Peter.
2. In a noun phrase: Mary bought a more expensive car than Peter.

C. Adverb position
1. With an adverb: Mary talks more quickly than Peter.
2. With a verb: Mary talks more than Peter. !

Hale &, #FHicstic Chomsky 23k DT X 5 mEEWEM L =30 L /i & DR EZ 4T
b\fCVCL‘%o

(8) *The committee meeting was longer than the table. 2
N BIEX TH B3R HAT HDICZORBREDEa. L b. REET 5,

a. The committee meeting was -er much long.
b. The table was much long.

&% TiRNC& 7 Hale OELLHILODENDEETHIBEFADC—H, #EELo—HE
W RERBIILT AR, long RMELIERETE A3 8) XIEXTH B, ZOMELRE
F4 B0, Hale (X, FBWEEDECELI, (8a) @ long 1% [+time] X\ 5 FEMLE
> TnB0Ex L (8b) @ long ik [+dimention] &5 FHEMEEF - T2 D TH—HEN
BV EFIHL T\ D,

Hale 1%, BIZEEWEMEDREZED TT L WEDHRDOEH L7t > T B DX, unit ©
2 Thbdo K FEEE- EX XV b Bfr L BEES AKRFTH 52 long-short, narrow-
wide, early-late &7 3 2HAFRFEILX, FOHTELLIAN FORMEREL TS L
EzbNDo et 2 XA UEELZF > T Th, unit 215 HTES &o

(9) The table is six feet long. W, ERITH B
(10* The table is six feet short. &, FEXTH D,

1. Hale (1970), p.35.
2. Hale (1470), p.38.
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(i) The table is three feet wide. 12, BN,
@@2* The table is three feet narrow. 1%, JEXTh Do

LD E 5 BEEREBND. DX AT, FORMAYRETSLOE [+unit] %5 Tk
Whotk, [—unit] 2 WHEMEEEL DL,

19 The table is longer than it is wide. DM &
(4* The table is longer than it is short.
(5* The table is shorter than it is narrow. ®DIEXLTHHZ B HAIN D,

Bl kA3 Hale DREZOE TS %o

Bresnan L, £f—= G~k 5 eBiX%, head LFEA T3, RFIZ head 230§
fbhbELDES clause & XD L5 RBREFF o TWA M EHRNT\5, Bresnan i,
80, as, the, too AW TAEATHEE L\ Hhvh, complementizer (FSCGEAZER)
LU AT Do Hale OE & RRIC ML b EX L MXOBEFRN—ET 2 LAR—HED
BRI THDELTWABL, XD QP © Det 3BEINTXDEEThbHo DX 5 7nfl
Sz LC Bresnan I TD X 5 &R 5 2 Tvbo

@9 The table is longer than the door is wide. !

1)
)
///\
NP VP
/\\
' Pred
Cop AP
/\
Pred. -
AP ;51\
T
QP AP COMP S
1
QP P VP
NP
/\ /\
Det Q Cop pred
AP
QP AP
| &
QP A
Det Q
[ |

the table is -er much  long than the door s x much wide 2

EoBEBETRSWTHID QP XHEEIN 0 OXEREIND. LD X ) hiEgEgdE

1. Bresnan (1974), p.322.
2. Bresnan (1974), p.322.
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DHTIE, Hale MFECERMIC L o THEXEPFRL L 5 & LICASFREBEC X o THIAI N

% & L CuW% Brenan O LliiAEICIII N/~ Bresnan O - T\ AHCiE, Hale &

F—TlL WO TH—DEBE T LE# 2%, Hale 23GEMC X o CHERL & 5 & LTcs%,

Brenan (%, EBEOENAHDHEENFRERE L Z) TRWHEZFEAR LTI L1 Do
Tel 2, BLE, @) 1@ DX )5 mfilaRL T Do

(77 a. John is more than six feet tall.
b. *John is more than Bill tall.
c. John is taller than six feet.
(Also: taller than six feet tall.)
d. John is taller than Bill.
a Mary has more than two friends.
b. *Mary has more than just Bill and Pete friends.
c
d

Mary has more friends than two.
Mary has more friends than just Bill and Pete.

LB ORI L EXDOBERICERD L HE o OfEEIX 19 0 TH %o

19 a. six feet=that much QP=QP
b. *Bill=that much *NP=QP
c six feet (tall)=that (much) tall AP=AP or QP=AP
d. Bill is that much tall ' NP is AP
@) a. two=that many QP=QP
b. *just Bill and Pete=that many *NP=QP
c. two friends=that many friends NP=NP
d

just Bill and Peter=that many friends NP=NP !

Bresnan (%, ZOREICL o CR—EED K Z 2588 %ERLTD, feezid, =X
that muck 5 QP Gk ook, WX, six feet 215 QP, six feet tall 215
AP i QP 235 AFHIE—MEENRBZ A BIil w5 NP ¢ QP XiiEExnd,
M LB TR A UIIEX L/ Be LinL, (17Td) DX 51C, MRIXOEHEE NP T
=P P P

DiL%E%E’J&C’GGi&Zmi Bresnan DfE%#% Hale &L Tili~7c. Bresnan i Hale
LB GCREBBEC S W THEEXDOBELZRED & LT05H2%, HANC X » Thi—rnc Hlg
BXAEBZDEN) HTTNTWDHEELD. BILE ERE G BB XOMEDTREL T
BT ENSBOBETHL Do

1. Bresnan (1974), 328-29.
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i B3

Bl b, BSOSOt oS A L, TOMXEEX L OMICHEET 2BER LS
Lice FRUC X o THEMC LI, HEFALSLERAT - WEFD - BIFET - IF0%3
BABEAZ S UBELF OREEIMTRbNAENI NI X TH DT & BEEI NI, Li
L, WEETOB&ISZETH V, B OBERVECIRWEEOX DM LETH
Bo

RZ DN TSN o T LERE S & B DBEfR, ' Ross, Lakoff D#EFEL 7= non-

source DMHELRERDEE TH Do ?
%, H#EkEsriziy, no less than, no better than, had better &, BRI L2 22D
L5 mBREE, ZONRTHR - TehER L OBIE S FICRE I N U B v,
BLEDXHic, 22T THENIDE, WEEXOERWBEDALTHD, Hickka kM
BEEERT DI ENSBOBRETH D,

(B £ X &
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