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Kings and Societies in the Four Georges
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. to amuse a few hours with talk about the old society ... (XI 6)
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WD Th D, Tihabb, N/ —V 7k George TORAEZELNEEE WM LD TS -
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“Loyalty,” he must think, “as applied to me—it is absurd! There are
fifty nearer heirs to the throne than I am. I am but an accident, and you
fine Whig gentlemen take me for your own sake, not for mine. You Tories
hate me; you archbishop, smirking on your knees, and prating about
Heaven, you know I don’t care fig for your Thirty-nine Articles, and can’t
understand a word of your stupid sermons. You, my Lords Bolingbroke
and Oxford—you know you were conspiring against me a month ago; and
you, my Lord Duke of Marlborough—you would sell me or any man else,
if you found your advantage in it. Let us make the best of our situation;
let us take what we can get, and leave these bawling, brawling, lying
English to shout, and fight, and cheat, in their own way!” (XI 24)
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a choleric little sovereign ... he speedily and shrewdly reconciled
himself with the bold minister, whom he had hated during his father’s
life, and by whom he was served during fifteen years of hit own with
admirable prudence, fidelity, and success. (XI 36)
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‘to control the thoughts, to direct the faith, to order obedience of

brother millions’ (XI 79)
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. the old man, blind and deprived of reason, wandering through the

rooms of his palace, addressing imaginary parliaments, reviewing fancied

troops, holding ghostly Courts. (XI 88)
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. farces and pantomimes were his joy; and especially when clown
swallowed a carrot or a string of sausages, he would laugh so outrageously
that the lovely princess by his side would have to say, ‘My gracious
monarch, do compose yourself.” But he continued to laugh, and at the
very smallest farces, as long as his poor wits were left him. (XI 77, 78)
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‘nothing but a coat and a wig and a mask smiling below it...” (XI 94)
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He was good-natured; an indolent voluptuous prince, not unkindly.
One story, the most favourable to him of all, perhaps, is that as Prince
Regent he was eager to hear all that could be said in behalf of prisoners
condemned to death, and anxious, if possible, to remit the capital sentence.
(XTI 102)
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He (Thackeray) certainly puts George III's ability too low, ...
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I would have History familiar rather than heroic: and think that Mr.
Hogarth and Mr. Fielding will give our children a much better idea of
the manners of the present age in England than the Court Gazette and
the newspapers which we get thence, (X 2)
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— near to the city, shut out by woods from the beggared country, the
enormous, hideous, gilded, monstrous marble palace, where the prince
is, and the Court, and the trim gardens, and huge fountains, and the
forest where the ragged peasant are beating the game in (it is death to
them to touch a feather) ... (XI 9)
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German, or French, or Spanish, if yow can see out of your palace-
windows beyond the trim-cut forest vistas, misery is lying outside; hunger
is stalking about the bare village ..... A grander monarch, or a more
miserable starved wretch than the peasant his subject, you cannot look on.
Let us bear both these types in mind, if we wish to estimate the old

society properly. (XI 10)
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‘to leave it to itself as much as possible, and to live out of it as
much as he could. (XI 30)
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at least we may thank him for preserving and transmitting the liber-
ties of ours. (XI 31, 32)
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He gave Englishmen no conquests, but he gave them peace and ease
and freedom.... (XI 36)
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Every town had its fair, every village its wake. The old poets have
sung a hundred jolly ditties about great cudgel-playings, famous grinning
through horse-collars, great maypole meetings, and morris-dances. (XI 48)
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It was lucky for us that our first Georges were not more high-minded
men; especially fortunate that they loved Hanover so much as to leave
England to have her own way. Our chief troubles began when we got a
King who gloried in the name of Briton, and, being born in the country,
proposed to rule it. He was no more fit to govern England than his
grandfather and great-grandfather, who did not try. (XI 37)
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Napoleon is to be but an episode, and george III. is to be alive through
all these varied changes, to accompany his people through all these
revolutions of thought, government, society; to survive out of the old
world into ours. (XI 62)
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We can peep into Newgate, where poor Mr. Rice the forger is waiting
his fate and his supper. “You need not be particular about the sauce for
his fowl,” says one turnkey to another; “for you know he is to be hanged
in the morning.” “Yes,” replies the second janitor, “but the chaplain sups
with him, and he is a terrible fellow for melted butter.” (XI 66)
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What could a great peer, with a great castle and park, and a great
fortune, do but be splendid and idle?........ Better for him had he been
a lawyer at his desk, or a clerk in his office;... a thousand times better
chance for happiness, education, employment, security from temptation.

... It is to the middle class we must look for the safety of England: the
working educated men, away from Lord North’s bribery in the senate; the
good clergy not corrupted into parasites by hopes of preferment; the
tradesmen rising into manly opulence; the painters pursuing their gentle
calling; the men of letters in their quiet studies: these are the men
whom we love and like to read of in the last age. (XI 70, 71)
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What is the grandest entertainment at Winds;or, compared to a night
at the club over its modest cups, with Percy and Langton, and Goldsmith
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and poor Bozzy at the table? (XI 71)
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If he had been a manufacturing town, or a populous rural district, or
an army of five thousand men, he would not have cost more. (XI 97)
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He is dead but thirty years, and one asks how a great society could
have tolerated him ? Would we bear him now ? In this quarter of a century,
what a silent revolution has been working ! how it has separated up from
old times and manners! (XI 103)
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Will men of the future have nothing better to do than to unswathe
and interpret that Royal old mummy ? I own I once used to think it would’
be good sport to pursue him, fasten on him, and pull him down. But now
I am ashamed to mount and lay good dogs on, to summon a full field,
and then to hunt the poor game. (XI 95)
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L, XKz, Punch HicE#E XNt “The Book of Snobs” (1846—1847) @ “The
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The result is not an authoritative historical work based on the careful
accumulation, comparison, and evaluation of evidence, but a panorama
of “social England,” in which the eye rests equally on background
“sketches of manners, morals, court and town life,” and the figures of

the Georges.’

L2xL 2O EIEDWTIIEREB S, 2 O#EOIX LU I, ‘grave historical treatises’ (XI 6)
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ZFn ik Doctor Doran @ A Biography of the Wife of George 1, “the Spectator
and Tatler”, Gay ® “Letters”, Selwyn ¢ correspondents ®— A"Gk % The Earl
of March @ “Letters”/n & Th b, YEFEH Memoir 2 letters L\ ~5 &4 FL7-Dik
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